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among themselves. Colonel Eraser, indeed, ordered in
our detachment of English soldiers that was still on the
other side of the Jumna, and he dispatched an express
to Colonel Greathed explaining our situation and begging
him to come to our assistance. So far as Colonel Eraser
had the power, I believe he also ordered him to do so,
but beyond this nothing was done. The militia were
allowed to remain out at the Metcalfe, and were not even
provided with the proper means of defending the posi-
tion should the rebel army attack it.
As to the whereabouts of that army nothing certain
was known, and no sensible means were adopted ,io
ascertain. The Intelligence Department maintained that
the rebels were recrossing the Khara Nuddee, and going
off to the Deccan. But then the Department relied en-
iirely on the information supplied by their own agents,
and there was reason to fear that their agents, either from
ignorance or design, were deceiving them. Many natiyes,
very reliable, had expressed their belief that the rebel
force was still on our side the Khara Nuddee, and much
nearer to us than the authorities had any idea of.
These statements were communicated to the Govern-
ment, but met with no attention, nor was more regard
paid to the representations of the officer commanding the
militia. This officer bore the highest character for good
sense, courage, and knowledge of his profession. Heliad
expressed his opinion that the enemy were near, and
that his position was unsafe, and he had supported this
opinion by facts that ought to have aroused attention:
among others, that strange cavalry had been seen very
near the parade ground,' and that some of his men when
patrolling the Gwalior road, which led to the Khara
Nudde6, had been chased in by them.
Colonel Cotton was brave to rashness, he thoroughly